Broken Bow City Council

Meeting Minutes August 11, 2026

The Broken Bow City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 11, 2026, in the Broken
Bow City Council Chamber. Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in
the Custer County Chief, the designated method for giving notice. Advance notice of the meeting,
a copy of the agenda, and related council materials were given to the Mayor and all members of

~ the City Council. These items were also given to various local media outlets. All proceedings
hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Mayor Rod Sonnichsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, with the following
Councilmembers present: Russ Smith, Travis Kleeb, Joe Wamsley, and Paul Holland. Absent:
none. Also in attendance was City Administrator David Schmidt, City Attorney Jason White, City
Clerk Jennifer Waterhouse, City Deputy Clerk Jacob Holcomb, and City Treasurer LeeAnn
Morgan. Mayor Sonnichsen announced the availability of the Open Meetings Act, followed by
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Kleeb to approve the consent agenda for August 11,2026. Said
motion includes approval of the Minutes of the July 28, 2026, Council Meeting and Bills to Date.
Roll call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

AKRS Equipment, Maintenance and repairs of equipment $5,859.08 Adam Marshall Land & Auction
LLC, Cat Pallet forks $7,200.00 Aflac, Insurance $511.52, $119.50, $283.95 Andy C Holland,
Ambulance Incentive $100.00 Auto Value Broken Bow, Batteries and cleaning supplies $410.92 Auto
Value Broken Bow, Maintenance and repairs supplies $99.95 Auto Value Broken Bow, Battery and
spark plug $115.78 Barco Municipal Products Inc, Safety cones $1,165.00 Beaver Bearing Co Albion,
Equipment maintenance $60.36 Big O Termite Control, Pest control $450.00 Billy Hendricks
Ambulance incentive $98.00 Black Hills Energy, Utilities $385.64 Bound Tree Medical, EMS Medical
supplies $2,125.27 Breanna Holmes, Ambulance incentive $108.00 Broken Bow Airport Authority,
Airport Interlocal Agreement $1,083.33 Broken Bow Municipal Utilities, Utilities $8,978.45 Broken
Bow Rural Fire Board, Utilities and Internet $555.83 Capitol One Bank, WAGE GARNISHMENT
$67.62 Card Services 4834, Pool supplies, fuel, signal lights $1,631.77 Card Services 5174, Transport
meals, fuel, supplies, grounds maintenance, equipment, Fed-Ex med lock $3,634.04 Card Services
0583, Postage and supplies, office furniture for Clerk’s office, software fees $3,724.63 Card Services,
EMS Transport Card 8031, Meeting supper $54.78 Card Services 0609, Software fees, admin veh
maint, council chambers, meals, office furniture $5,824.35 Central Nebraska Pest Control, Pest control
$195.00, $65.00 Century Link, phone/internet $86.03, $53.19, $373.02, $102.95 Chad Hempstead,
Ambulance incentive $165.00 Christina Watson, Ambulance incentive $100.00 City Flex Benefit Plan,
SELECT FLEX-UNREIMBURSED M/D/V $769.79 SELECT FLEX-DEPENDENT CARE $192.30
City of Broken Bow Health Insurance, Insurance $5,561.66 July 2026 health insurance reimbursement
$44,838.15 City of Broken Bow Pension Fund, RETIREMENT LOAN PAYMENT $3,233.84, 414H
RETIREMENT $13,113.14, 457 RETIREMENT $1,839.90 Cody Neville, Ambulance incentive
$113.00 Colonial Insurance, Insurance $679.00, $383.11, $945.85 Custer County Chief, Printing and
publications $741.78 Custer County Treasurer, Communications Interlocal Agreement $19,384.45
Custer Public Power, CD Cell Power $58.55 David Baltz, Ambulance incentive $520.00 Dennis
Schiller, Ambulance incentive $60.00 Deterdings, Pool chemicals $2,964.39 Doyle Wood, Ambulance
incentive $125.00 Dutton Lainson, Street lights $4,392.00 EFTPS Online Payment, MEDICARE
$3,925.56, FEDERAL $10,466.85, FICA $16,785.18 EZ IT Solutions, IT Services $7,000.00 Eakes
Office Products, Office supplies, business cards, and phones $278.89 Elizabeth Baumgartner
Ambulance incentive $150.00 Evans Feed Co, Fish food $22.50 Family Heritage, Insurance $25.50



Figgins Construction Co, Armor coating $121,339.65 First Response Billing Associates, LLC,
Ambulance billing $2,703.33 Fyr-Tek, Repairs to 2005 Freightliner Engine foam system $560.86 Gina
Gorham, Ambulance incentive $294.00 Great Plains Communications, Phone and internet $195.90,
$150.00, $289.95, $84.95 Hometown Leasing, Library copier lease $73.57, $116.65, $291.12, $55.33
Internal Revenue Service, 2020-21 Forms 941 and 720, $2,336.57 Island Supply Welding Co, Oxygen
$37.20, JEO, BBow Fairgrounds to memorial drive sanitary sewer main improvements $5,396.25
Jacob Holcomb, filing fee for Variance $20.00 Jess Hightower, Ambulance incentive $15.00 Kelly
Gorham, Ambulance incentive $407.00 Kelvin Kreitman, Ambulance incentive $60.00 Londa Wood,
Ambulance incentive $125.00 Macqueen, Hydrant bag $237.91 Repairs to 2000 Pierce 100 foot tower
truck $5,075.12 Mason Holmes, Ambulance incentive $319.00 Mead Lumber, Grounds maintenance,
Tomahawk Park Bathroom $686.35 Michael Jilg, Ambulance incentive $632.00 Midland Telecom
Pagers $1,980.00 Midwest Alarm Services, Equipment maintenance, fire extinguisher inspection
$75.00, $140.00, $30.00, $40.00, $48.00 Nebraska Child Support Payment Center, CHILD SUPPORT
$336.47 Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center, Materials and chrome book for new officer
training $142.00 Nicholas Gaddy, Ambulance incentive $234.00 Reimbursement for meals on LFR RA
Training $51.03 Nissa Shelby, Ambulance incentive $30.00 O’Reilly Auto Parts, Vehicle cleaning
supplies $27.48, $49.97, $23.99 Quill Corporation, Supplies $122.16 RT Ace, LLC, Roundup weed
killer $56.99 RT Ace, LLC, Supplies $119.41, Supplies for building repairs and maintenance $74.28,
Equipment repairs $98.54, Pool repairs and parks ground maintenance $1,023.91 Rebecca Neumiller,
Ambulance incentive $272.00 Rebeka Anderson, Ambulance incentive $155.00 Reed Schaefer,
Ambulance incentive $95.00 Robert Harrold, Ambulance incentive $5.00 S&L Sanitary Service, Trash
pick up $62.30 Sara J. Hulinsky, Cleaning service $837.00 Sayler Screenprinting, PT clothes for
training $110.00 State Income Tax WH NE Online Payment, STATE $4,135.65 Stryker Sales, LLC,
Electrode $87.00 Sylvia Schiller, Ambulance incentive $75.00 Taylors Heating & Cooling Inc, Repairs
to AC unit at PD $236.00 Tracker Systems, Tracker for Handi Bus $16.99 Trotter Service, Tire rotation
$40.00 Troy Mack, Ambulance incentive $90.00 Van Diest Supply Co $146.68 Verizon Wireless, Wifi
in patrol units $280.17 Fire jetpack, ALS phone, Handi bus phone $155.90 Phones and hotspots
$280.07 Wade Williams, Ambulance incentive $95.00 Wenquist, Inc, Equipment repairs $402.81 Total
$338,141.86 Bi-Weekly Payroll (7/29/26) $97,677.66 Grand Total $435,819.52

In other communication, Jeremy Walton and Deb McCaslin highlighted the upcoming bike rodeo
taking place on Thursday, September 10, 2026, that will be held in conjunction with the annual
JMMMC Health Day on the Square from 4-7 pm. The bike rodeo will distribute free bicycle
helmets and helmet vouchers, as well as focus on games that promote bicycle safety and training.

Police Chief Chris Anderson provided a departmental update on recent police activities.
Highlights included the successful training of two new officers, with a third officer scheduled to
graduate in December; specialized officer training; equipment upgrades; 1,702 year-to-date calls
for service; and upcoming community outreach projects.

Library Director Megan Svoboda presented an update and overview of library operations. She
reported on the successful Summer Reading Program, the upcoming installation of a new patio
funded by an AARP grant, fall programming scheduled to begin in September, and ongoing day-
to-day activities. Director Svoboda noted that participation numbers remain steady, with overall
attendance showing an increase.

Overseer of Streets and Parks Darren Marten provided a departmental update. Key items included
the installation of the new pickleball courts, the bathroom renovation at Tomahawk Park, the
application of armor coating to 31 blocks throughout the city, and routine daily operations.



Street Superintendent Steve Parr presented the proposed One and Six Year Street Plan Update. He
noted that the draft plan contains few changes from the prior year and identifies potential projects
that remain subject to budget availability. Superintendent Parr provided an overview of the
projects listed under each category and requested that any proposed revisions be submitted within
the next few weeks to allow incorporation prior to the September public hearing, at which time
the plan will be formally considered for adoption.

In new business, moved by Smith, seconded by Holland to approve the appointment of Christopher
Smith to the Broken Bow Housing Authority Board for a term ending May 2031. Roll Call Vote:
Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to approve Resolution 2026-12 authorizing the signing of
the Municipal Annual Certification of Program Compliance to the Nebraska Board of Public Roads
Classifications and Standards 2026. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Wamsley to approve Resolution 2026-13 authorizing the sale of
surplus personal property of the City of Broken Bow. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb,
Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1315, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA AMENDING CHAPTER 130: PROPERTY OFFENSES OF THE
CITY OF BROKEN BOW MUNICIPAL CODE PROHIBITING THE INSTALLATION,
OPERATION, OR MAINTENANCE OF AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE READER
SYSTEMS AND SIMILAR NETWORKED VEHICLE MONITORING EQUIPMENT WITHIN
THE CORPORATE LIMITS WITHOUT THE PRIOR EXPRESS PERMISSION OF THE CITY
COUNCIL; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCEDURES,
ENFORCEMENT, PENALTIES, SEVERABILITY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”
Moved by Kleeb, seconded by Holland to open a public hearing at 6:37 pm regarding said
Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion
carried.

Discussion was held. City Administrator David Schmidt expressed that the Ordinance was advanced
due to recent public discussion surrounding Flock-style cameras and related Fourth Amendment
concerns. He confirmed that the City of Broken Bow does not currently operate any Flock-style
cameras and has no intention of purchasing or installing such systems. Administrator Schmidt
explained that, because the City Code currently contains no provisions addressing these devices, staff
determined it was prudent to advance the proposed ordinance. The ordinance would require City
Council approval and a public hearing before any Flock-style cameras could be installed or operated
within the city. Mayor Sonnichsen recommended that council waive the three readings of the
Ordinance since there are no regulations currently in place for these types of cameras. Moved by
Holland, seconded by Kleeb to close public hearing at 6:41 pm. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith
Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.
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Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Kleeb that the statutory rule requiring reading Ordinance 1315
on three different days be suspended. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The motion to suspend the rules of said Ordinance was
adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for the
consideration of said Ordinance.



Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter, Councilmember Smith moved for final
passage of Ordinance 1315, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The final
passage and adoption of said Ordinance having been concurred by a majority of all members of
the Council, the Mayor declared the Ordinance adopted.

Moved by Kleeb, seconded by Wamsley to approve Resolution 2026-14 approving the yearly wage
opener and three percent (3%) cost of living adjustment under the collective bargaining agreement
between the City of Broken Bow, Nebraska, and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW), Local Union No. 1597, for the period of October 1, 2026, through September 30, 2027.
Administrator Schmidt explained that the city had a successful meeting with the Union Representative
where they came to a tentative agreement regarding a 3% COLA increase for fiscal year 2026-2027.
Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1316, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA, ESTABLISHING REGULATORY STANDARDS FOR COTTAGE
DEVELOPMENTS, TINY HOMES, AND ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUs); PROVIDING
FOR STRICT STRUCTURE SETBACKS AND RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY YARD SETBACK
REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING PARKING CALCULATIONS TO EXCLUDE ADJACENT
STREET PARKING; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” Moved by Wamsley, seconded
by Kleeb to open a public hearing at 6:45 pm regarding said Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting
aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Discussion was held. City Administrator David Schmidt explained that “tiny homes™ were not
contemplated when the City’s zoning ordinance was originally adopted and that the proposed
ordinance is intended to bring the regulations current and address this potential housing option.

Zoning Administrator Jacob Holcomb reported that the ordinance had been reviewed by the Planning
Commission and was forwarded with a recommendation of approval. He noted that a recent request to
place a tiny home within the city limits revealed the absence of any specific provisions addressing this
use. The Planning Commission’s recommendation is to permit tiny homes only within the R-2
(Residential Multi-Family) zoning district. Administrator Holcomb reviewed the proposed definitions,
additional regulations, setback requirements, and a map of the R-2 district.

Community member Janice Nozicka, an employee of Bruning Bank, inquired whether lots in the new
Eagle Crest subdivision are zoned R-2. Zoning Administrator Holcomb responded that the Eagle Crest
subdivision is zoned R-1 and that tiny homes would therefore not be permitted in that development.

Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Holland to close public hearing at 6:49 pm. Roll Call vote:
Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb that the statutory rule requiring reading Ordinance 1316 on
three different days be suspended. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The motion to suspend the rules of said Ordinance was
adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for the
consideration of said Ordinance.

Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter, Councilmember Kleeb moved for final
passage of Ordinance 1316, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Wamsley. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The final



passage and adoption of said Ordinance having been concurred by a majority of all members of
the Council, the Mayor declared the Ordinance adopted.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1317, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA, AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH
DEFINITIONS, CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUIREMENTS, STRICT PERFORMANCE
STANDARDS, MANDATORY NOISE LIMITATIONS AND ACOUSTICAL STUDIES, WATER
CONSERVATION AND COOLING SYSTEM RESTRICTIONS, MANDATORY RESIDENTIAL
SETBACKS, OPERATOR-EXCLUSIVE DECOMMISSIONING LIABILITY, FINANCIAL
TRANSPARENCY CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS, AND ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS
FOR HIGH-DENSITY DATA PROCESSING FACILITIES INCLUDING DATA CENTERS AND
DIGITAL ASSET MINING OPERATIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”
Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to open a public hearing at 6:52 pm regarding said
Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion
carried.

Discussion was held. Zoning Administrator Jacob Holcomb presented the proposed
comprehensive zoning ordinance regulating data centers and cryptocurrency mining facilities in
the City of Broken Bow. He explained that regulations did not exist in the current zoning
ordinance for these types of activities and due to the significant public interest and concerns
regarding water use, noise, power demand, land use, and related impacts, the City has taken a
proactive approach to establish clear regulations. He explained that city staff (including the City
Administrator, Zoning Administrator, and City Attorney Jason White) began work on the
ordinance in early April and that extensive research was conducted on approaches used by other
Nebraska communities. Because few existing local ordinances comprehensively address these
issues, the draft is among the more thorough regulations currently available in the state and
multiple other jurisdictions have already requested copies for use as a template.

Mr. Holcomb stated that the ordinance carries a recommendation of approval from the Planning
Commission and that public input received during the Planning Commission process was
reviewed and incorporated into the current draft. Some of the key provisions discussed include:

o Facilities are defined by power demand, with a local threshold of 65 kW (stricter than the
state threshold).

e All such facilities require a Conditional Use Permit. The process includes Planning
Commission review, mailed notice to property owners within 300 feet, and public hearings
before the City Council.

e FBI criminal background checks are required for any individual or entity holding a 10% or
greater ownership interest.

e Disclosure of any foreign ownership or foreign subsidiary ownership is mandatory.

e A pre-development predictive noise study (including low-frequency tonal noise and
vibration) is required. Post-construction verification testing must occur within 90 days,
with the City retaining authority to require additional testing. Non-compliance results in
revocation of the CUP and immediate shutdown.

e Closed-loop cooling systems are required; high-water-use evaporative cooling systems are
prohibited to protect local water resources.

e Operators must bear 100% of the cost of any required infrastructure upgrades (electric
transmission, water, wastewater, ele.).

o A three-month utility deposit is required to protect ratepayers from unpaid bills in the event
of operator default.



e The City retains authority for mandatory emergency load curtailment, allowing immediate
power shutoff during system emergencies or peak-demand periods to protect critical
facilities.

e An emergency action plan is required.

e Battery energy storage systems are prohibited.

e Change of ownership or any expansion of an existing facility requires a new Conditional
Use Permit.

e Annual compliance reporting is required.

e Abandonment and decommissioning provisions require full site restoration within 180
days. Operators must post a surety bond equal to 150% of estimated decommissioning
costs prior to permit issuance, with the bond amount subject to re-evaluation every three
years.

e Enforcement -While monetary penalties remain consistent with existing zoning ordinance
provisions ($100), the primary enforcement mechanism is revocation of the Conditional
Use Permit and immediate cessation of operations.

Council members expressed appreciation for the thoroughness of the draft and the work
completed by staff and the Planning Commission. Staff emphasized that the ordinance is intended
solely to protect the community, ratepayers, water resources, and infrastructure. An outright ban is
not legally available; the proposed regulations utilize the City’s zoning authority to manage
mmpacts.

Mayor Sonnichsen recommended that the City Council not waive the three readings allowing the
ordinance to proceed through the full process to allow additional public input and potential
refinements. He also noted that the existing temporary moratorium remains in effect and expires
in January 2027.

Moved by Kleeb, seconded by Wamsley to close public hearing at 7:07 pm. Roll Call vote: Voting
aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb, to not waive the three readings of Ordinance 1317, Data
Centers. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion
Carried.

The first reading of Ordinance 1317 was performed by City Clerk Jennifer Waterhouse.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to approve setting the date of the Budget Hearing for
Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 4:30 pm. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Kleeb, seconded by Wamsley to approve the August 2026 revision to City Administrator
David Schmidt’s employment contract. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

There were no public, Mayor or Council comments.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Wamsley, to adjourn into Closed Session at 7:11 pm for the
purpose of entering a strategy session with respect to a real estate purchase and pending litigation,
to include the Mayor, City Council members, City Administrator, City Clerk, Deputy City and
City Attorney. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None.
Motion carried.



Moved by Holland, seconded by Kleeb, to exit closed session at 7:43 pm. Roll Call Vote: Voting
aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Wamsley, to adjourn the City C

1l meeting at 7:44 pm. Roll
Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holaid.

7 None. Motion Carried.
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