CITY OF BROKEN BOW ORDINANCE
NO. 1313

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA
AMENDING CHAPTER 74: RECREATIONAL VEHICLES OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING THE REGULATION OF
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, ELECTRIC BICYCLES, AND HOVERBOARD USAGE
ON PUBLIC PROPERTY; TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR OPERATION;
TO RESTRICT THE USE OF ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, ELECTRIC BICYCLES,
AND HOVERBOARDS IN CERTAIN AREAS; TO REQUIRE SAFETY
EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS; TO EMPHASIZE PARENTAL
RESPONSIBILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES AND IMPOUNDMENT; TO
REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; AND TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

SECTION 1. The City of Broken Bow Municipal Code Chapter 74 shall be
amended by adding Sections 74.01 through 74.04 as follows:

§ 74.01 DEFINITIONS

BUSINESS DISTRICT. The downtown business district of the City of Broken Bow,
including the sidewalks, streets, alleys, storefronts, green spaces, public areas, and
accessways located along South C Street to South E Street North to South and South 10th
Avenue to South 8th Avenue East to West.

BROKEN BOW CITY SQUARE. Any public sidewalk, park area, green space,
plaza, street closure area, or other public gathering area located within or immediately
adjacent to the downtown square area maintained by the City of Broken Bow for public
events and pedestrian use.

ELECTRIC BICYCLE. Any bicycle equipped with fully operative pedals for human
propulsion and an electric motor or gas-powered motor that produces no more than 750
watts of power, or one horsepower, capable of propelling the device at speeds not exceeding
twenty-eight (28) miles per hour. (see Nebraska Revised Statue 60-614.02 to 60-614.04)

The term “electric bicycle” shall not include:

A. Any motorcycle, minibike, moped, motor-driven cycle, dirt bike, or motor

vehicle requiring registration under Nebraska law;

B. Any device lacking fully operative pedals designed for human propulsion;

C. Any electric or motorized device capable of speeds in excess of twenty-eight
(28) miles per hour under motor power alone;

D. Any homemade, modified, or altered device that increases speed, wattage, or
performance beyond manufacturer specifications;

E. Any off-road recreational vehicle, all-terrain vehicle (ATV), utility task

vehicle (UTV), or similar device;



F. Any device operated exclusively on rails or tracks; or
G. Any device determined by the Chief of Police or applicable Nebraska law not

to meet the requirements of an electric bicycle.

ELECTRIC SCOOTER. Any device with handlebars, a floorboard designed to stand
upon, powered by an electric or gas motor, and having two or three wheels, including
devices with wheels 12 inches or smaller.

ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICE. Any motorized
wheelchair or other self-balancing, two non-tandem wheeled device designed to transport
only one person and operated in compliance with applicable state and federal accessibility
laws.

HOVERBOARD. Any self-balancing, single-wheel or double-wheel electronic
board, electric skateboard, or similar motorized personal transportation device.

MINOR. Any person under eighteen (18) years of age.

§ 74.02 OPERATIONS; RESTRICTIONS

A. No minor person without a valid provisional operator’s permit (POP) or
operator’s license shall operate an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or
hoverboard upon any roadway within the corporate limits of the City of
Broken Bow where the posted speed limit exceeds twenty-five (25) miles per
hour. Crossing such roadway shall only be permitted at marked intersections
or controlled crossings.

B. No person shall operate an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard
upon any sidewalk within the Business District.

C. No minor person without a valid provisional operator’s permit (POP) or
operator’s license shall operate an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or
hoverboard within the Business District. Such devices shall be walked or
carried while within the Business District.

D. No person shall operate or ride an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or
hoverboard on or within the Broken Bow City Square at any time, regardless
of whether a public event is occurring.

E. No person shall operate an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard
within any City park, playground, athletic complex, tennis court, pickleball
court, basketball court, baseball or softball field, multi-purpose field, walking
tracks or trails, cemetery, or other recreational facility unless specifically
authorized by posted signage.

F. No person shall operate an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard on
any public sidewalk or elsewhere in the City in a careless, reckless, negligent,
unsafe, or disruptive manner so as to endanger any person or property or
interfere with the safe and orderly movement of pedestrian or vehicular



traffic.

G. No person shall operate an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard in
a careless, reckless, negligent, or unsafe manner, including but not limited to:
1. Sudden swerving or weaving through pedestrian or vehicle traffic;

2. Riding two or more abreast in a manner obstructing traffic;

3. Operating while distracted by a cellular telephone, headphones
covering both ears, or other electronic device;

4. Towing another person, vehicle, or object;

5. Carrying more persons than the device was designed to accommodate;

6. Performing or attempting stunts, tricks, jumps, or wheelies or
acrobatic maneuvers upon public property;

7. Excessive speed for conditions;

8. Operating upon curbs, benches, handrails, picnic tables, landscaping
features, stairways, or public fixtures;

9. Failing to maintain proper control of the device; or

10. Operating in any manner, creating an unreasonable risk of injury or
property damage.

H. Every person under eighteen (18) years of age operating or riding upon an
electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard shall wear a properly fitted
and fastened bicycle or skateboard helmet meeting standards established by
the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission.

I. Any electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard being ridden at nighttime
shall be equipped with a light on the front which shall emit a white light
visible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet to the front on a
clear night and with a red reflector on the rear which shall be visible on a clear
night from all distances between one hundred (100) feet and six hundred (600)
feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlights on
a motor vehicle. A light emitting a red light visible from a distance of five
hundred (500) feet to the rear may be used in addition to such red reflector.

J.  Any person operating an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard upon
aroadway shall obey all official traffic control devices and shall be subject to
all rights and duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle under Nebraska law
and City ordinances.

K. Any person who operates an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard
upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place
and under conditions then existing shall ride as near to the right-hand curb or
right-hand edge of the roadway as practicable except when:

1. Overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the
same direction;



2. Preparing for a left turn onto a private road or driveway or at an
intersection;

3. Reasonably necessary to avoid conditions that make it unsafe to
continue along the right-hand curb or right-hand edge of the roadway,
including fixed or moving objects, stopped or moving vehicles,
bicycles, pedestrians, animals, or surface hazards;

4. Riding upon a lane of substandard width which is too narrow for a
bicycle and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane

5. Lawfully operating on the paved shoulders of a highway included in
the state highway system.

L. Operators shall yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians at all times and shall
provide an audible warning before overtaking or passing a pedestrian where
operation is permitted.

M. Any person who operates an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard
upon a street shall clearly signal their intention for turning left, right, or
stopping by utilizing an appropriate electric signaling mechanism or by the
use of hand signals.

N. The operator of an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard emerging
from an alley, driveway, or building shall stop before entering a sidewalk or
roadway and shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and vehicles.

O. No person shall park, leave, or abandon an electric scooter, electric bicycle,
or hoverboard in a manner that obstructs pedestrian travel, building entrances,
sidewalks, ramps required for accessibility, fire hydrants, or public streets.

P. Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Devices operated in accordance with
applicable accessibility laws are exempt from the provisions of this section.

§ 74.03 PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

A. No parent, guardian, or other person having legal custody of a minor shall
knowingly permit or allow such minor to violate any provision of this
ordinance.

B. A parent or guardian may be cited jointly with a minor for violations
committed by the minor under this chapter.

C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit separate criminal or civil liability where
otherwise provided by Nebraska State or Federal Law.

§ 74.04 VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES

1. First offense: A fine of not less than $10.00 nor more than $50.00.
2. Second offense within a twelve (12) month period: A fine of not less than

$50.00 nor more than $100.00.



3. Third and successive offenses within a twelve (12) month period: A fine of
not less than $150.00 nor more than $500.00.

4. In addition to any fine imposed, a law enforcement officer may impound any
electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard used in violation of this
ordinance.

5. Storage fees of $10 per day may be imposed for any impounded electric
scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard.

6. An impounded device shall not be released until all towing, storage, and
administrative fees are paid.

7. Upon a third or subsequent offense, the Court may order forfeiture,

destruction, or other lawful disposition of the device.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

Dated this 43" day of cﬁdug 2026. /
y

Rodney W. Sonnichsen, Mayor

ATTEST:
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Jehnifer A. Waterhouse, City Clerk
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