Broken Bow City Council
Meeting Minutes July 14, 2026

The Broken Bow City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, July 14, 2026, in the Broken
Bow City Council Chamber. Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in
the Custer County Chief, the designated method for giving notice. Advance notice of the meeting,
a copy of the agenda, and related council materials were given to the Mayor and all members of
the City Council. These items were also given to various local media outlets. All proceedings
hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Mayor Rod Sonnichsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, with the following
Councilmembers present: Russ Smith, Travis Kleeb, Joe Wamsley, and Paul Holland. Absent:
none. Also in attendance was City Administrator David Schmidt, City Attorney Jason White, City
Clerk Jennifer Waterhouse, City Deputy Clerk Jacob Holcomb, and City Treasurer LeeAnn
Morgan. Mayor Sonnichsen announced the availability of the Open Meetings Act, followed by
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb to approve the consent agenda for July 14,2026. Said motion
includes approval of the Minutes of the June 23, 2026, Council Meeting, Bills to Date, and Broken
Bow Volunteer Fire Department Official Roster. Roll call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, and
Wamsley. Abstain: Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

AKRS Equipment, materials $340.90, $12.28, Aflac, Insurance $511.52, $119.50, $189.30, Al's Lock
& Safe, Repairs to lock $1,578.30, American Legal Publishing, Ordinance codification $4,050.00,
Andy C Holland, Ambulance incentive $523.00, transport meals $27.30, Auto Value Broken Bow,
materials $69.98, $37.98, battery $150.99, $152.99, Beaver Bearing Co Albion $70.07, $154.65,
Benchmark Governmental Solutions, Meals at training $41.85, Billy Hendricks, Ambulance incentive,
$309.00, Black Hills Energy, Utilities $434.70, Bound Tree Medical, EMS Supplies $2,799.25, Bow
Locksmith, Keypad locks $1,663.90, Breanna Holmes, Ambulance incentive $148.00, Broken Bow
Airport Authority, Interlocal Agreement $1,083.33, Broken Bow Mun Utilities, City fuel reimb
$1,921.77, utilities $7,992.70, Broken Bow Rural Fire Board, Utilities, internet, and repairs $952.67,
Capitol One Bank, WAGE GARNISHMENT $67.62, Card Services 4834, Pool training, safety shirts,
fuel, maintenance $7,010.74, Card Services 5174, Transport meals, supplies, bldg maint, repairs to
mower, internet, and fuel $1,800.92, Card Services 0583, Zoning expenses, postage and supplies,
accounting and finance conference, pool $921.76, Card Services 7729 Police, Flags, uniforms,
holsters, and POAN conference $973.02, Card Services 0609, Software fees, veh maint, bldg maint,
chairs, tables $6,458.40, Central Nebraska Pest Control, pest control $65.00, Century Link, Internet,
phone $86.03, $22.89, $370.76, $102.05, Chad Hempstead, Ambulance incentive $120.00, Chris
Henderson, Reimb for patch panels $57.00, Christina Watson, Ambulance incentive $120.00,
Christopher Shelby, Ambulance incentive $30.00, City Flex Benefit Plan, SELECT FLEX-
UNREIMBURSED M/D/V $769.79, SELECT FLEX-DEPENDENT CARE $192.30, City of Broken
Bow Health Insurance $5,561.66, June 2026 health insurance reimbursement $44,838.15, City of
Broken Bow Pension Fund, RETIREMENT LOAN PAYMENT $3,179.75, 414H RETIREMENT
$12,944.32, 457 RETIREMENT $1,819.35, Cody Neville, Ambulance incentive $441.00, Colonial
Insurance, Insurance $712.18, $384.81, $631.18, Custer County Chief, Printing and publications
$541.06, Custer County Treasurer, Communications Interlocal Agreement $19,384.45, Custer Public
Power, CD Cell Power $56.00, David Baltz, Ambulance incentive $114.00, Dennis Schiller,
Ambulance incentive $96.00, EFTPS Online Payment, MEDICARE $3,921.50, FEDERAL
$10,339.79, FICA $16,767.74, EZ IT Solutions- IT Services $7,000.00, Eakes Office Product, Paper
$85.99, Office supplies and phones $384.77, Elizabeth Baumgartner, Ambulance incentive $133.00,



Evans Feed Co, Tote bags for Diamond Pro $120.00, Family Heritage, Insurance $25.50, First
Response

Billing Associates, LLC, Ambulance billing $1,410.77, Gina Gorham, Ambulance incentive, $918.00,
Great Plains Communications, Phone and Internet $195.90, $150.00, $289.95, $2.62, Grocery Kart,
Supplies for Pool $119.25, Hometown Leasing, Copier lease $73.57, $55.33, $116.65, $291.12, Island
Supply Welding Co, Oxygen $36.00, JEO, BBow Flood mitigation and resiliency study $12,373.75,
BBow Stormwater drainage evaluation (NW) $5,604.00, BBow Stormwater drainage evaluation (SE)
$4,750.00, Jason Edward Morey, Ambulance incentive $120.00, Jayden Gaftney, Reimb for Pool
operator certificate $40.00, Kelly Gorham, Ambulance incentive $407.00, Kelvin Kreitman,
Ambulance incentive $252.00, Kirkpatrick Cleaning Solutions, Paper products $226.02, Maly
Marketing, Website hosting and maint through July 2026 $390.00, Mason Holmes, Ambulance
incentive $150.00, Mead Lumber, Forms for concrete in parks $97.60, Melham Medical Center,
Physical for new officer $184.00, Michael Jilg, Ambulance incentive $515.00, Mishele Wooters,
Ambulance incentive $60.00, Motorola Solutions Inc, body and in car cameras $19,195.64, NE
Statewide EMS Conference, conference $1,100.00, Nebraska Child Support Payment Center, CHILD
SUPPORT-NE $336.47, Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center, Lodging for NLETC training
$50.00, Nicholas Gaddy - Ambulance incentive - June 2026 - 658.00, Nissa Shelby, Ambulance
incentive $190.00, O'Reilly Auto Parts, siren Gear oil $39.47, cleaner $32.96, O'Brien's Hardware,
plumbing parts $3.99, Paper Tiger Shredding, Paper shredding $48.00, Paul Holland, Ambulance
incentive $101.00, Paulsen Inc, Cement at ballfield $2,388.90, Petty Cash, Reimburse for microsoft
subscription, postage and supp. $246.95, RT Ace, LLC, air filters $20.97, cleaning supplies, parts
$49.97, equipment repairs $100.47, RT Ace, Maint/repairs $1,070.53, Ranchland Ford, Repairs to
Ambulance $672.22, Repairs Admin vehicle $99.13, Rebecca Neumiller, Ambulance incentive - June
2026 - 198.00, Rebeka Anderson, Ambulance incentive $120.00, Reed Schaefer, Ambulance incentive
$142.00, S&L Sanitary Service, Trash pick-up $62.30, Sara J. Hulinsky, Cleaning $837.00, Schaper
and White Law Firm, Legal and filing fees $3,016.00, State Income Tax WH NE Online Payment,
STATE $4,122.95, Stryker Sales, LLC, Yearly service on lifepacks $632.00, Sylvia Schiller —
Ambulance incentive $111.00, TSYS Merchant Solutions, Credit card processing fees $535.16, Tamara
Johnson, Reimb Pool operator certificate $40.00, Tracker Systems, Handi bus tracking $16.99, Troy
Mack, Ambulance incentive $235.00, United States Treasury, Self-insured PCORI tax fee 10/1/24-
9/30/25 $426.81, 10/1/21-9/30/22 $234.36, 10/1/2022-9/30/23 $273.00, 10/1/23-9/30/24 $367.08, Van
Diest Supply Co, Fertilizer $4,116.60, Verizon Wireless, telephone $280.17, Fire jetpack, ALS phone,
Handi bus phone $155.90, Phones and hotspots $280.07, Wade Williams, Ambulance incentive
$223.00, Weathercraft, Repairs to garage door at Armory $428.00, Wenquist Inc, Mower repairs
$15.97, Equipment repairs $127.18, Total $246,216.15 Bi-Weekly Payroll (7/1/26) $97,844.40 Grand
Total $344,060.55

In new business, Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1312, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF
THE CITY OF BROKEN BOW, CUSTER COUNTY, NEBRASKA, TO CONFIRM THE SALE OF
SURPLUS PROPERTY, REAL ESTATE DESCRIBED BELOW TO BECTON, DICKINSON AND
COMPANY; TO DIRECT THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF CITY OF BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA
TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER TO SAID BECTON, DICKINSON AND COMPANY A MUNICIPAL
DEED ON THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS HEREINAFTER SET FORTH; AND TO PRESCRIBE
THE TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT.” Moved by
Holland, seconded by Wamsley to open a public hearing at 6:04 pm regarding said Ordinance.
Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.
Discussion was held. Mayor Sonnichsen explained this is the final step in the approval of the sale
of the armory to Becton, Dickinson and Company for their bid of $900,000.00. Administrator
Schmidt stated that the right-of-remonstrance period expired on July 6, 2026, and all statutory



requirements have been met at this time. Moved by Wamsley to close public hearing at 6:04 pm.
Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb that the statutory rule requiring reading Ordinance 1312 on
three different days be suspended. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The motion to suspend the rules of said Ordinance was
adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for the
consideration of said Ordinance.

Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter, Councilmember Holland moved for final
passage of Ordinance 1312, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Wamsley. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Wamsley, and Holland. Abstain: Kleeb. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The
final passage and adoption of said Ordinance having been concurred by a majority of all members
of the Council, the Mayor declared the Ordinance adopted.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1313, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF

BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA AMENDING CHAPTER 74: RECREATIONAL VEHICLES OF
THE CITY OF BROKEN BOW MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING THE REGULATION OF
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, ELECTRIC BICYCLES, AND HOVERBOARD USAGE ON PUBLIC
PROPERTY; TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR OPERATION; TO RESTRICT THE USE
OF ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, ELECTRIC BICYCLES, AND HOVERBOARDS IN CERTAIN
AREAS; TO REQUIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS; TO EMPHASIZE
PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES AND IMPOUNDMENT;
TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH;
AND TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Smith to open a
public hearing at 6:07 pm regarding said Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb,
Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried. Discussion was held. City Administrator
David Schmidt explained that the previous Ordinance 1311 was killed mainly for the sake of simplicity
and transparency and that the new Ordinance 1313 reflects the changes that council members had
requested at the previous meeting.

Councilmember Kleeb made the additional suggestion to make the language in 74.02 section A match
the language in section C by adding the phrase “No minor person without a valid provisional
operator’s permit (POP) or operator’s license™ at the beginning of the sentence.

Deacon Johnk, a 12 year old resident of Broken Bow, expressed his concerns that the Ordinance
restricts young riders who are obeying traffic laws and riding their bikes around town in a safe and
respectful manner. He said, "It doesn't feel fair to punish everyone just because of a few people. I'm not
asking for there to be no rules. I'm just asking for rules that let us ride safely without taking away our
independence.’ Johnk also said the Ordinance has left him confused about where he can legally ride
and suggested the city consider a safety course for young riders to demonstrate they understand traffic
laws and safe riding practices.

Mayor Rodney Sonnichsen acknowledged the concerns brought up at the meeting but reminded those
in attendance that the ordinance stems from repeated safety complaints brought to the city by the
Broken Bow Police Department as well as requests from citizens throughout the community seeking
additional regulations. He explained that it is his opinion that the proposal doesn’t restrict anyone too
harshly and the Ordinance can always be modified in the future. Councilmember Russ Smith



emphasized that the city’s intent is not to punish young people, but to protect them and ensure
everyone makes it home safely at night.

Spencer Olson, a resident at 933 South H also addressed the council expressing his concerns that the
ordinance is too restrictive and extreme. He also questioned the requirement for minors to wear
helmets, stating that he believes this is a decision best left to parents. Additionally, he raised concerns
about how children on the south side of town would safely cross the highway. Moved by Kleeb,
seconded by Holland to close public hearing at 6:22 pm. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb,
Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Smith, to not waive the three readings of Ordinance 1313. Roll
Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried.

The first reading of Ordinance 1313 was performed by City Clerk Jennifer Waterhouse.

Moved by Kleeb, seconded by Holland to approve Resolution 2026-11 a renewal agreement between
the City of Broken Bow and the League Association of Risk Management for insurance coverage,
selecting the option to provide written notice of termination at least 180 days prior to the desired
termination date, which shall be no sooner than September 30, 2029, for a 5% discount. Administrator
Schmidt explained that in 2025 council approved the three year LARM commitment with the 5%
discount because we were very happy with our LARM experience. He said that at the time we were
under the impression that the 5% discount applied to each one of the three years. Since then, we have
learned that the 5% applies to the first year, and then the second year it drops to 4%, and the final year
would drop to 2%. He explained that if council wants to maintain the 5% discount, they will have to
continue reapproving the three year commitment each year. He expressed continued satisfaction with
LARM and the quality of their services, while noting that the decision on how to proceed ultimately
rests with the council. He concluded by explaining that the difference between a 5% and 4% discount
is relatively minimal, but that the impact becomes far more significant when dropping from 4% to 2%.
Given the organization’s continued satisfaction with LARM, he stated he would have no objection to
recommitting to the three-year term with 180 day notice in order to secure the 5% discount. Roll Call
Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to approve temporarily closing South D Street between
South 8th and South 9th Ave and South 8th Ave between South D Street and South E Street on Friday,
July 24th, 2026, for the Custer County Tractor Drive from 2:00-4:30 pm. Matthew Denson explained
that the organizers wish to bring the annual tractor drive back to Broken Bow this year. He outlined the
proposed route, which will begin south of Broken Bow, proceed through town past Off Broadway and
Brookstone View, and conclude at the city square with a Dilly Bar celebration. Following the
downtown activities, the tractors will then depart south out of town. He noted that 16 tractors are
currently confirmed, with additional confirmations expected in the coming days. Mayor Sonnichsen
concluded by thanking Mr. Denson and the organizers for their commitment to driving by the nursing
homes and assisted living facilities in Broken Bow, noting that the event truly brightens the residents’
day. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion
carried.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1314, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA, IMPOSING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE
ACCEPTANCE, PROCESSING, AND APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS FOR HIGH-DENSITY
DATA PROCESSING FACILITIES, DATA CENTERS, AND DIGITAL ASSET MINING
OPERATIONS; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; MAKING LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS;
ESTABLISHING THE SCOPE, DURATION, AND EXCEPTIONS; DIRECTING
COMPLETION OF PERMANENT REGULATIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE



DATE AND SUNSET.” Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Smith to open a public hearing at 6:34
pm regarding said Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland.
Nays: None. Motion carried. Discussion was held. Jacob Holcomb, Zoning A dministrator,
explained that the city is in the very early stages of developing zoning regulations for data centers.
He noted that enacting a six-month moratorium would provide the necessary time to carefully
craft a comprehensive ordinance tailored to the community’s needs. The goal, he stated, is to
protect Broken Bow’s residents and infrastructure while addressing the concerns that have been
raised regarding data centers. Holcomb added that the moratorium offers a strong starting point
without rushing the process and can be extended if additional time is required at the end of the
six-month period.

Mayor Sonnichsen thanked city staff for their thorough research and expressed his belief that the
moratorium represents the best approach to safeguarding the city’s citizens and infrastructure. He
strongly recommended that the council waive the standard three readings of the ordinance, citing
the current absence of any regulations on the books and the urgent need to implement protections
as quickly as possible.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to close public hearing at 6:38 pm. Roll Call vote:
Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Kleeb, seconded by Holland that the statutory rule requiring reading Ordinance 1314
on three different days be suspended. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The motion to suspend the rules of said Ordinance was
adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for the
consideration of said Ordinance.

Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter, Councilmember Smith moved for final
passage of Ordinance 1314, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The final
passage and adoption of said Ordinance having been concurred by a majority of all members of
the Council, the Mayor declared the Ordinance adopted.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to approve the Interlocal Agreement between the City
of Broken Bow and the Broken Bow Airport Authority for the 2026-2027 budget year.
Administrator Schmidt explained that this Interlocal Agreement comes before the council every year
and there's no changes from last year so this would just continue our partnership with them and
authorizes them to receive payment in lieu of taxes. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb,
Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Mayor Sonnichsen explained that he would come back to the City Administrator annual
performance review after public and council comments.

There were no public comments.

During Mayor and Council comments, Councilmember Kleeb expressed his appreciation to the
community members who shared their comments during the meeting. Councilmember Smith
acknowledged the young people in attendance and commended their active engagement,
describing them as “our future.”

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb, to adjourn into Closed Session at 6:42 pm for the purpose of
evaluating the job performance of City Administrator, Dave Schmidt, to include the Mayor, City
Council members, City Administrator David Schmidt, and City Attorney Jason White. Roll Call
Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.



Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley, to exit closed session at 7:50 pm. Roll Call Vote:
Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion earried.

cil meeting at 7:52 pm. Roll

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley, to adjourn the City
; s; None. Motion Carried.

Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and ng.l'

ATTESTI \ 4/
g 7 3 ; S 'C\,- """" . /”,
L /M é( ‘ UWV /LUL&Z/ £ (}' QORPO R4 ré:‘f)é Z

Jennifer A. Waterhouse, City Clerk




