Broken Bow City Council

Meeting Minutes June 23, 2026

The Broken Bow City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 23, 2026, in the Broken Bow
City Council Chamber. Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the
Custer County Chief, the designated method for giving notice. Advance notice of the meeting, a
copy of the agenda, and related council materials were given to the Mayor and all members of the
City Council. These items were also given to various local media outlets. All proceedings hereafter
shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Mayor Rod Sonnichsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, with the following Councilmembers
present: Russ Smith, Travis Kleeb, Joe Wamsley, and Paul Holland. Absent: none. Also in attendance
was City Administrator David Schmidt, City Attorney Jason White, City Clerk Jennifer Waterhouse,
City Deputy Clerk Jacob Holcomb, and City Treasurer LeeAnn Morgan. Mayor Sonnichsen
announced the availability of the Open Meetings Act, followed by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb to approve the consent agenda for June 23,2026. Said motion
includes approval of the Minutes of the June 9, 2026, Council Meeting, Bills to Date, and May 2026
Treasurer’s Report. Roll call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None.
Motion carried.

Aflac Insurance, Insurance $511.52, $119.50, Black Hills Energy, Utilities $929.37, Bound Tree Medical,
Supplies $606.58, Capitol One Bank, GARNISHMENT $67.62, Card Services Library 9965, Supplies
$62.81, Central Community College, Paramedic class $687.00, Central Ne Economic Dev District,
membership $5,609.60, City Flex Benefit Plan, UNREIMBURSED M/D/V $769.79, DEPENDENT
CARE $192.30, City of Broken Bow Health Insurance, Insurance $5,561.66, City of Broken Bow Pension
Fund, RETIREMENT LOAN PAYMENT $3,231.86, 414H RETIREMENT $12,753.98, 457
RETIREMENT $1,851.06, Colonial Insurance, Insurance $712.18, $384.81, Consumer Reports,
subscription $39.00, Country Living, subscription $29.97, Deterdings, Pool chemicals $10,791.80, EFTPS
Online Payment, MEDICARE $4,429.04, FEDERAL $11,617.53, FICA $18,937.46, Elan Financial
Services, Uniform pants $487.00, Family Heritage, Insurance $25.50, Gibbons Electric, Air hose
lines/new electric $688.56, Godwin's Advanced Auto Diagnostics, Battery $459.52, Grandels Roofing and
Construction LLC, Roof repairs $1,000.00, Great Plains Communications, Internet $185.00, $64.97,
Grocery Kart, Cleaning supplies $91.69, Hunter Goldsby, Rental refund $75.00, Ingram Library Services,
books $2,066.94, Island Supply Welding Co, Oxygen $74.75, JEO, Stormwater Drainage Evaluation (SE)
$18,456.00, Drainage Improvements $11,680.00, Mud Creek LB Levee Restoration $665.18, Flood Risk
Reduction $1,881.25, Kirkpatrick Cleaning Solutions, Carpet cleaning $334.80, Paper products $2,110.45,
Mead Lumber, Grounds maintenance $143.72, Melham Medical Center, new officer physical $100.47,
Myers Iron Salvage, City wide cleanup $3,116.90, Nebraska Child Support Payment Center, CHILD
SUPPORT $336.47, Nebraska Pasture Door, Shirts $367.74, O'Brien's Hardware, Equipment repairs
$9.99, Pareto Health, Cost management $76.00, Peak Software System, cc processing equipment for pool
$647.23, Plumbing & Heating Wholesale Inc, Grounds repairs $22.63, Presto X Company, pest control
$98.41, RT Ace, LLC, materials $76.72, Ranchland Ford, Oil changes $96.16, Rod's Body & Paint Inc,
window repair $122.50, Insurance deductible $1,000.00, Schaper and White Law Firm, Filing fees
$50.00, Site One Landscape Supply, Sprinkler repairs and herbicides $9,933.85, State Income Tax WH
NE Online Payment, STATE $4,533.52, Taste of Home, Cookbook $13.44, The Garden Center, City
planters $417.87, Trotter Fertilizer, Chemicals $122.80, Trotter Service, Fuel $4,784.80, Repairs $566.00,
Trotter Whoa & Go West BB, Fuel $832.83, Verizon Wireless, Fire jetpacks, phones and hot spots
$155.91, $280.07, Wenquist Inc, Pool grounds maint/Parks equip repairs $310.43, Total $148,459.51 Bi-
Weekly Payroll (6/17/26) $112,326.45 Grand Total $260,785.96



In new business, moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to approve the appointment of Kyle
Finney to the Broken Bow Airport Authority Board for a term ending June 2032. Roll Call Vote: Voting
aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Smith to approve the re-appointment of Mike Garner, Breanna Kaup,
and Rachel Schmidt to the Broken Bow Library Board for a term ending February 2030. Roll Call Vote:
Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried. Mayor Sonnichsen
expressed his appreciation to all individuals who serve on these important public boards.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1309, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA ESTABLISHING ELECTRIC USE FEES, REPEALING THE
SECTIONS OF ALL PREVIOUS ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE,
AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.” Moved by Kleeb, seconded
by Holland to open a public hearing at 6:03 pm regarding said Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting aye:
Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried. There were no council or public
comments. Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb to close public hearing at 6:04 pm. Roll Call vote:
Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter, Councilmember Kleeb moved for final passage
of Ordinance 1309, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Wamsley. Roll Call vote: Voting
aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The final passage and
adoption of said Ordinance having been concurred by a majority of all members of the Council, the
Mayor declared the Ordinance adopted.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1311, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA AMENDING CHAPTER 74: RECREATIONAL VEHICLES OF
THE CITY OF BROKEN BOW MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING THE REGULATION OF
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, ELECTRIC BICYCLES, AND HOVERBOARD USAGE ON PUBLIC
PROPERTY; TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR OPERATION; TO RESTRICT THE USE OF
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS, ELECTRIC BICYCLES, AND HOVERBOARDS IN CERTAIN AREAS;
TO REQUIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS; TO EMPHASIZE PARENTAL
RESPONSIBILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES AND IMPOUNDMENT; TO REPEAL
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND TO
PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Holland to open a public
hearing at 6:05 pm regarding said Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried. Discussion was held. Councilmembers Smith and Kleeb
presented proposed revisions to the ordinance and encouraged discussion among the council. They
noted that the revisions were developed in response to feedback received during the previous city
council meeting, which focused on the ordinance restricting adults. Councilmember Kleeb explained
that the potential changes were finalized after the meeting packets had already been distributed and
that the intent of the revisions is to permit individuals authorized to operate a motor vehicle on public
roadways to also operate an electric bicycle under the same conditions.

The changes Kleeb presented state that no minor person without a motorcycle permit is allowed to
ride an electric scooter, electric bicycle, or hoverboard on roads within Broken Bow city limits where
the speed limit is more than 25 mph, and it also restricts them within the downtown business area.
Councilmember Smith further explained that the intent of the proposed change is to require the
obtainment of an appropriate license or permit. This requirement would ensure that operators
demonstrate at least a basic understanding of the rules of the road, as the current issues primarily
involve youth who have not yet acquired such knowledge. Both Kleeb and Smith also addressed the
council’s duty to adopt an ordinance that appropriately balances the need to address public safety
concerns with the responsibility to protect the safety of all individuals.



During the hearing discussion continued with consideration of assorted options for amending the age
restrictions, adjusting the definition of a minor, and establishing potential exemptions based on
several types of driving permits. City Attorney Jason White recommended clarifying several vague
or ambiguous provisions to improve enforceability from a law enforcement perspective and
incorporating the applicable state statutes governing the rules of the road.

Community members Rachel Schmidt and Christie Trumbull also spoke at the meeting. Mrs.
Schmidt encouraged further discussion regarding the proposed language regarding the definition of a
minor and tying that definition to a permit or license rather than to a specific age. Mrs. Trumbull
discussed the need to balance the safety concerns, without restricting the youth as they move
throughout the downtown area.

Given the ongoing discussion and proposed changes mentioned during the hearing, Mayor
Sonnichsen recommended that the council waive the readings of Ordinance 1311, vote to deny
passage and re-start the process with a new ordinance at the next Council meeting. Moved by Kleeb,
seconded by Holland to close public hearing at 6:56 pm. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb,
Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Kleeb, seconded by Smith that the statutory rule requiring reading Ordinance 1311 on
three different days be suspended. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland.
Nays: None. Motion Carried. The motion to suspend the rules of said Ordinance was adopted by
three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for the consideration of
said Ordinance.

Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter, Councilmember Kleeb moved to deny final
passage of Ordinance 1311, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Wamsley. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The proposed
Ordinance was not adopted.

There were no public comments.

During Mayor and Council comments, Councilmember Kleeb raised the issue of improving sight
lines at the intersection of 10th Avenue and D Street. Mayor Sonnichsen stated that, while the matter
could be added to a future agenda for detailed discussion, it would be advisable to first obtain input
from Chief Chris Anderson. City Attorney White acknowledged that the topic is complex due to
setback issues that affect not only this intersection but several others in the community. Mayor
Sonnichsen concluded by recommending that the item be scheduled for future discussion after
additional research has been completed.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley, to adjourn the City &o
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland, Nay

1l meeting at 7:06 pm. Roll Call
. Motion Carried.
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Rodney W. Sonnichsen, Mayor
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Jennifer A. Waterhouse, City Clerk




