Broken Bow City Council
Meeting Minutes May 26, 2026

The Broken Bow City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, in the Broken
Bow City Council Chambers. Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication
in the Custer County Chief, the designated method for giving notice. Advance notice of the
meeting, a copy of the agenda, and related council materials were given to the Mayor and all
members of the City Council. These items were also given to various local media outlets. All
proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the
public.

Mayor Rod Sonnichsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, with the following
Councilmembers present: Russ Smith, Travis Kleeb, Joe Wamsley, and Paul Holland. Absent:
none. Also in attendance was City Administrator David Schmidt, City Clerk Jennifer Waterhouse,
City Deputy Clerk Jacob Holcomb, and City Treasurer LeeAnn Morgan. Mayor Sonnichsen
announced the availability of the Open Meetings Act, followed by reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb to approve the consent agenda for May 26, 2026. Said motion
includes approval of the Minutes of the May 12, 2026, Council Meeting, Bills to Date, and April
2026 Treasurer’s Report. Roll call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays:
None. Motion carried.

Aflac, Insurance $511.52, $119.50, Amazon Capital Services, Supplies $17.63, Bound Tree Medical,
EMS Supplies $1,283.82, Capitol One Bank, WAGE GARNISHMENT $67.62, Central Nebraska Pest
Control, pest control $69.55, City Flex Benefit Plan, SELECT FLEX-UNREIMBURSED M/D/V
$769.79, SELECT FLEX-DEPENDENT CARE $192.30, City of Broken Bow Health Insurance.
Insurance $5,561.66, City of Broken Bow Pension Fund, RETIREMENT LOAN PAYMENT
$3,231.86, 414H $12,584.32, 457 $1,855.87, Colonial Insurance, Insurance $712.18, $384.81, Custer
County Chief, Printing and Publication $655.00, Dept Correctional SVCS, Air cooler fan $500.00,
EFTPS Online Payment, MEDICARE $3,470.64, FEDERAL $9,808.26, FICA $14,839.92, EZ IT
Solutions, Badge $5.00, Eakes Office Solutions, Copier maint/expense, supplies $266.91, Elan
Financial Services, Acct/Finance conf registration, new office equip, supplies $2,213.46, Training and
education, zoning veh maint., zoning expenses, postage $1,180.97, Transport expenses $76.52,
Inspection of properties $1,495.00, Programming, promotions supplies, materials, and equipment
purchases $470.28, Family Heritage, Insurance $25.50, Great Plains Communications, PD Internet
$185.00, Hometown Leasing, Copier lease $116.65, Ingram Library Services, Library materials
$2,331.95, JEO, Streets-Parks Dept drainage improvements $7,632.00, Kirkpatrick Cleaning Solutions,
paper supplies $86.97, $57.52, Mead Lumber, Building Materials $313.71, NMVCA, 2026
Membership Dues, Mosquito sprayer workshop $110.00, Nebraska Child Support Payment Center,
CHILD SUPPORT $336.47, Nebraska Dept of Revenue, amended Keno return $55.39, Nebraska Dept
of Revenue, WAGE LEVY $2,094.75, O'Reilly Auto Parts, Cleaning supplies $44.64, Pareto Health,
Cost management - $76.00, Paulsen Inc, cement for pickleball nets $ 607.75, Presto X Company, pest
service $82.01, State Income Tax WH NE Online Payment, $3,834.43, Trotter Service, repairs to 68
Tahoe $151.21, Trotter Tire Service, Oil change and rotation $106.00, Total $80,592.34 Bi-Weekly
Payroll (5/20/26) $82,303.03 Grand Total $162,895.37

In new business, bid opening for Resolution 2026-05, Sale of Surplus Real Property valued at
over $5,000, Lot Six (6), and the North Half (N%4), of Lot Seven (7), in Block Twelve (12), of Jewett



& Lilly’s Addition to Broken Bow, Custer County, Nebraska. The physical address is 843 N. 6"
Avenue. City Administrator, Dave Schmidt opened the following sealed bids: Jerry A. Haines
$12,000.00, Craig Safranek $11,000.00, Custer County Construction Inc. $4,200, and Travin
Flynn $6,775.00. Moved by Holland, seconded by Smith, to accept the highest bid from Jerry A.
Haines for $12,000.00. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays:
None. Motion Carried.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1308, entitled “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR
THE CITY TO MAKE MANDATORY MONTHLY ASSESSMENTS ON UTILITY BILLS OF
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND BUSINESS PROPERTIES WITHIN THE CORPORATE
LIMITS OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF SAID MONTHLY
ASSESSMENTS TO BROKEN BOW MUNICIPAL UTILITIES; REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND
PROVIDING FOR PENALTY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. Moved by Kleeb, seconded by
Wamsley to open a public hearing at 6:05 pm regarding said Ordinance. Roll Call vote: Voting
aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried. Discussion was held.
Administrator Schmidt explained that Ordinance 1308 remains substantively unchanged but that
there was some clarifying language added regarding the tipping fees. He also noted that City
Attorney Jason White confirmed that since the clarifying language did not change any amounts,
council can consider this the second reading of the Ordinance. He concluded by saying that no
one has approached him regarding any questions or concerns with the Ordinance. Moved by
Holland, seconded by Kleeb to close public hearing at 6:07 pm. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith,
Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Kleeb that the statutory rule requiring reading Ordinance 1308 on
two more different days be suspended. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The motion to suspend the rules of said Ordinance was
adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for the
consideration of said Ordinance.

Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter, Councilmember Holland moved for final
passage of Ordinance 1308, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Smith. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion Carried. The final
passage and adoption of said Ordinance having been concurred by a majority of all members of
the Council, the Mayor declared the Ordinance adopted.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley to approve the Interlocal Cooperative Agreement
between the City of Broken Bow and the Custer County Communications Center. Discussion was
held. Administrator Schmidt explained the newly revised agreement represents countless hours of
work between the City and the County and that many different individuals took part in the multi-year
process of updating the agreement. He expressed his gratitude to those that contributed to the revised
agreement and said that the current document better represents a fair agreement to the city. He
explained that the major changes between the current and original agreement is that the 45% that the
city was previously paying has been reduced to 35%, and that the ninety-nine year term has been
reduced to a three year term to allow for better communication regarding what is working or not
working. He said that another change important for visibility is in regard to budgeting. The new
agreement says that the city will pay 35% of the previous year’s operating expenses, not including
equipment, and what is so difficult with that is that we really do not know what is coming until it
happens and that makes it difficult to budget for. The new agreement states that if the county were to
ask for an amount that exceeds 3% of the prior years ask, that would require council’s approval to do
that. If council were to reject that ask, then an automatic 3% will be given along with notice to exit the



agreement. The final thing that the agreement does is that the oversight committee has been
restructured with mandatory quarterly meetings. He concluded by saying that the agreement was
presented to the County and was approved at their meeting this morning. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye:
Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Wamsley, seconded by Kleeb to open a public hearing at 6:12 pm to discuss the lot split
application located at parcels 1141100 and 1141000, Broken Bow, Custer County, Nebraska. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried. Zoning
Administrator Jacob Holcomb stated that this is a simple lot split that will result in an
administrative subdivision because they are not creating a new parcel and are simply moving the
lot line. He explained that the house was built over the property line on lot one and that the owner
would like to sell the second parcel. He further explained that the owner hired a surveyor, and
they readjusted the lot lines allowing the owner to sell the lot without having his house be on the
lot line and going into the other parcel. He also pointed out that the two lots they are creating are
both compliant with all rules and regulations and that the lot split comes with the recommendation
of the planning commission. At the end of discussion, Moved by Holland, seconded by Wamsley,
to exit public hearing at 6:14 pm. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and
Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Holland to approve Resolution 2026-09, Paul Hammond
Administrative Subdivision. Roll Call Vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland.
Nays: None. Motion carried.

Mayor Sonnichsen introduced Ordinance 1309, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA ESTABLISHING ELECTRIC USE FEES, REPEALING THE
SECTIONS OF ALL PREVIOUS ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE,
AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.” Moved by Kleeb,
seconded by Wamsley to open a public hearing at 6:15 pm regarding said Ordinance. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried. Discussion
was held. Electric Superintendent Blake Waldow explained that he is requesting an increase in
electric rates because the city’s electric wholesaler increased their rates by 5% in April of 2026.
Waldow said he is seeking an overall 4% increase by July of this year. He noted that the city last
updated electric rates in November of 2025 due to a 9% electric rate hike from the wholesaler but
at the time, the increase did not affect all rate structures. He explained that this request updates
those inconsistencies and establishes a consistent 7.89% higher rate for rural customers. Waldow
said the previous structure unfairly charged some rural customers significantly higher rates and
that the updated pricing better aligns rates based on power usage. Mayor Sonnichsen
recommended that council not waive the first reading for public transparency. Moved by
Wamsley, seconded by Holland to close public hearing at 6:22 pm. Roll Call vote: Voting aye:
Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Moved by Smith, seconded by Wamsley, to not waive the three readings of Ordinance 1309,
Establishing Electric Use Fees. Roll Call vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland.
Nays: None. Motion Carried.

The first reading of Ordinance 1309 was performed by City Clerk Jennifer Waterhouse.

During public comments, Administrator Schmidt gave a recap of the City Wide Clean Up and said
that in 2025 the city collected 25,380 pounds of trash and this year 33,880 pounds was collected.
He explained that there also was 11,000 pounds of metal collected in 2025 and this year there was
13,640 pounds. Although he did not have firm tree dump numbers, he said that they had been



extremely busy as well and that the entire event was very successful, and he wanted to thank
everyone for helping.

Administrator Schmidt also explained that he distributed to the City Council members copies of
the draft Ordinance regarding electric bike usage in the City of Broken Bow. He said that they
want to take some extra time to get the Ordinance right and that currently as it is written, electric
bikes would not be allowed on the city square or in the business district. He is requesting feedback
from both city council members and the public because the Ordinance as written does fall on the
stricter side compared to other similar Ordinances. He also explained that he has copies available
for anyone wanting to look at it and offer feedback.

Administrator Schmidt concluded by mentioning that he presented earlier in the day to the Custer
County board regarding data centers. He said that there has been a lot of talk recently, especially
on social media, regarding data centers and he feels that it is a topic that we should not be afraid
to talk about. He went on to say that the public comments have been heard and they share some of
the concerns that have been voiced. He noted that both the county and city is looking to adopt
some zoning regulations as well as study various aspects of potential projects like noise
ramifications and the impact it could have on our utility infrastructure. He concluded by urging
the public to not be afraid of the process because those same zoning regulations and
environmental studies completed before implementation of any project are going to be what
protects our citizens and community.

During Mayor and Council comments, Councilmember Smith thanked Mayor Sonnichsen and
Administrator Schmidt for their hard work regarding the Interlocal Cooperative Agreement with
the Custer County Communications Center and Mayor Sonnichsen commended the City
personnel for all their hard work during the City Wide Clean Up.

Councilmember Holland spoke about a potential Utility workshop that MEAN would like to put
on for the City Council members. Blake Waldow explained that it will be centered around
managing the utility system, rate design and day to day utility operations. Dave Schmidt said that
they will try to find a day that works for everyone to have a work session and that once they have
more information, he will let everyone know and that it will be properly posted.

Moved by Holland, seconded by Kleeb, to adjourn the City eeting at 6:32 pm. Roll Call
vote: Voting aye: Smith, Kleeb, Wamsley, and Holland. ytion Carried.

Rodney W. Sonnichsen, Mayor
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